Create Vision Evening 6.30pm Sunday 6 June 2010

Jesus said: ‘Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ Luke 6:38
What’s our vision for Create:

· As a service?

· As a congregation?

· As part of Christ Church?

I’ve been here as Curate running Create for nearly two years. Now’s a good time to take stock and ask what do we want to be, where are we going and how are we going to do that?

Two starting points: (1) Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain. Psalm 127:1a

We want to build on God’s foundations.

(2) But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10

A church isn’t a service or a building – it’s the people. We are Create!

Christ Church’s Vision Statement: To know Christ better and to make Christ better known.

We pursue this vision through:

· Prayer, teaching and the work of the Holy Spirit.

· People to support our ministries (both paid and volunteers).

· Provision of facilities and outreach funding.

...so everything we do at Create is within the wider vision of Christ Church.

What is Create?
Our starting point is probably who is Create? We’re a service for two main groups of people:

(1) Youth (14s-18s) 

(2) 20s-30s

(3) But we also have anyone else who wants to come along! 

We’ve developed from our initial focus on 20s-30s to include our youth. When I arrived in 2008 they were here but didn’t feel necessarily like they were supposed to be here – we gave them permission to be here and we try to cater mainly for these two key groups.

What, then, are our core values?

(1) Jesus-centred – everything we do points towards Jesus: to know him better and to make him better known.

(2) Creative – the clue’s in the name. We want to be an all-round audio-visual experience.

(3) Informal – we’re informal, we generally try not to be too churchy. 

(4) Accessible – to anyone who might want to come and take part.

Next we’re going to run through the different aspects of our services at Create, with some thoughts about what we’re trying to do and where we want to go.

(1) Welcome

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself,’ you are doing right. But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as law-breakers. James 2:8-9

Create aims to give a warm welcome to everyone who walks through the door, and to be somewhere to which we are all able to invite our friends.

If we want to be informal and accessible, it’s key that we’re welcoming and friendly to people coming in from outside. That informs how we set up the hall.

SO it’s made a really big difference to our welcome that we sit round tables and have drinks, biscuits etc. – it forces us to speak to each other! So it’s pretty difficult now to leave Create without talking to someone and being welcomed.

Hospitality is a job for all of us who are regulars here – if we own this service, it’s a bit like our home. We should be able to invite people in and make them feel welcome.

This works its way out in:

· The tech and set-up team – it’s their job to set the room up.

· The refreshments team – it’s their job to make sure there are drinks and food available.

· The welcome team – it’s their job to say hello to people and make everyone feel welcome (we have one person on the door but in fact everyone’s part of the welcome team).

(2) Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Psalm 100:1-2
Create aims to worship God together in excellent music and singing, and in everything we do together on a Sunday.

We come together to worship God. For every Christian worship isn’t just what we do on Sunday – our whole lives are about worshipping God in everything we do. But we believe there’s something special about worshipping God with other people – it’s how we encourage each other and how God uses us to put us in touch with him.

Lots of churches confuse ‘worship’ with ‘music’ when it’s so much more! It’s about our whole lives. 

But music is a key way we worship at Create, and it’s particularly key in how we celebrate and communicate our faith to youth, 20s and 30s. Music is a vital part of life for these groups and it’s a key element in how we worship together creatively.

So our music, like everything else we do, should be the best we can make it. Where we open our mouths and sing in joyful celebration to God. Create should be somewhere where people can grow in their own gifts and use them to encourage other people. We’re not a performance space, we’re an encouragement space.

This works its way out in:

· The music team (particular encouragements since last summer: the youth band, Adrian, Mark...)

(3) Preaching

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Create aims to teach the Bible creatively, challenging each other to apply the message to our own lives as the Holy Spirit leads us.

If we’re going to be Jesus-centred, we need to put ourselves in touch with him. And the way we do that is through spending time with God’s word, the Bible. 

We want to teach the Bible in creative and engaging ways. We want our preaching to be distinctive, to speak directly into our everyday lives. 

That means explaining what’s going on in the Bible really clearly. So we use series from particular Bible books, or following specific themes, that tie together, so that we don’t have to start afresh every week. It means using really good visuals. It means backing up our talks with film clips, drama or other creative input. It means encouraging the gift of preaching and giving people a platform when we see a gift in them. 

We’re keen to be more creative in our preaching and how we back it up. We’ve used drama, video clips, PowerPoint etc. but we’re open to ideas. And if you see something you think we should use – tell us! 

This works its way out in:

· The preaching team 

· The reading team – it’s their job to read the Bible passage.

· The series team for any particular series – people who volunteer to help make a series happen (eg our Joseph drama team).

(4) Creative Response

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. Colossians 3:16

Create aims to encourage people to respond to God using a variety of creative ways.

Another way we express our creativity is in our Creative Response times. After the talk, we might do a variety of things: sit and pray, get up and do something, write/paint/draw, move around, sing, etc. We aim to have Creative Response times which engage people in different ways from the talks, but which follow on from them, allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us.

We’ve let our Creative Response times slip a little bit over the last few months. We want to make these a really distinctive and creative part of our worship, and we always welcome new ideas of how to do this, or offers of help.

This works its way out in:

· The service leading team, with help from the week’s preacher.

(5) Prayer Ministry

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16

Create aims to provide Prayer Ministry so that everyone has the opportunity to pray with other people during services.

Prayer Ministry is a key part of our life at Create. Earlier this year about 20 people from Christ Church (mostly from Create) did a Prayer Ministry training course at St Saviour’s. We’re seeing fruit from this at both our morning and evening services, with more people equipped to pray with others. 

At Create we aim always to have a man and a woman who can pray with you during the Creative Response time. We’d love to pray for anything that’s on your heart – you can be really specific about a situation, or not tell us very much. God knows all about it and wants to meet you in it.

This works its way out in:

· The Prayer Ministry team
(6) Intercessions

Brothers, pray for us. 1 Thessalonians 5:25

Create aims to be a service where we pray together in a variety of creative ways.

One thing we want to do every time we meet as God’s people is to pray together for our own needs and the needs of the world. Up till now we have left this to the service leader to organize. But there are people in our congregation who have the gift of leading our prayers and will be able to give it more time, energy and effort than the person leading the service. 

So we’d like to have a team of people who lead our intercessions. Just as we’ve prayed together in a variety of ways, on our own, using PowerPoint, in groups, writing things down, led from the front, etc., we want to continue doing this. If we had eight people this would only be an eight-weekly commitment. As a team we would provide help and guidance to those who haven’t done this kind of thing before. Could this be you?

This works its way out in:

· A new Intercessions team.
(7) Small groups

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2:46-47
Christ Church aims to provide small groups where anyone can learn, share and pray together with other like-minded people.

For our two core groups at Create this works its way out in two settings:

For the Youth, Ice – central meeting after Create, 8pm Sunday, Cubes (Bible study groups) on Monday and Thursday evenings.

For the 20s-30s, POD – Bible study group on Tuesday evenings, normally in Church House.

What marks both of these groups out from other homegroups at Christ Church is that people can just turn up. This taps into our core values: the groups are informal and accessible. It’s a real gift to be able to pitch up on a Sunday and then straight away come to a group.

Both these groups also provide vital opportunities to socialise. For younger people it’s vital that church provides social opportunities outside our immediate Sunday context. Without Christian friends to encourage you, it can be very hard to keep going in your faith.
This works its way out in:

· Ice.
· POD.
Conclusion

So where does all this leave us? Let’s revisit our Core Values:

(1) Jesus-centred

(2) Creative

(3) Informal

(4) Accessible

We haven’t thought much about our relationship to the rest of Christ Church. As well as providing the context for all of this vision, the resources and staff team, Christ Church needs Create as a setting where people who may normally worship in the morning can be refreshed and built up in different ways. We’re all one big family at Christ Church – who’s been to a morning service here? Worth getting to know each other and being open to relationships. 

There are huge opportunities to get involved in the wider life of our church, not just on Sundays. (Get some things here that different people are involved in.)

Canterbury Centre

Children’s work

Holiday Club

Causeway (launching Sept on Sats)

Tech support

...etc. etc. etc
